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The BTS office will be 

closed on  

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿ-ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǎƘǊǳōǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ƛŎŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛ WΦ /ŀƴǘƻǊΦ 

Hello Everyone! 

 

We hope you and your loved ones are staying safe and healthy at the beginning of this winter season.   

 

The Board of Directors has been talking about all of the wonderful improvements at BTS. Security features have been and  

continue to be updated so that we can all feel more secure and knowledgeable about safety procedures.  We have access to a  

security guard company that we can hire, and there will be more training opportunities to learn how to react in an emergency or 

to help, if needed. These measures have been made available to BTS due to a $50,000 grant.  We have been awarded an additional 

grant as well. Our thanks go to Harvey Jassem, Larry Rosenberg, Barry Goldberg, Bob Berman, and Irv Mermelstein for their hard 

work. 

 

Our malfunctioning heating and air conditioning system required replacement if we had any interest in being cool in the summer 

and warm in the winter. Currently a new HVAC system is being installed. While we investigated repairing the old system, it was 

on its last legs and had to go.  The new system arrived in the nick of time.   

 

And we didnõt stop there. The other necessary addition is the hybrid technological system that was installed right before the 2022 

High Holidays. Now anyone who wants to attend services either in person or on Zoom can easily be accommodated Everyone 

who wants to can participate and it is so much easier and more efficient to admit people into Zoom services. This system can be 

used long into the future.    

 

While as noted above, we received grants for the security systems updates, there were no such grants available for the necessary 

HVAC and hybrid system updates. That is one of the reasons for the dues increase. Having to hire security guards whenever  

necessary is another. Keeping our community thriving is the biggest reason for these improvements.  

 

I want to reiterate that as always, if an abatement is needed, please call Barry Goldberg, and he will help to make that happen.  

 

You should have received your 2023 dues statement by now. Please review it for accuracy. We want to reiterate that as always,  

if an abatement is needed, please call Barry Goldberg, and he will help to make that happen.  

 

Thank you so much for being a part of our BTS family. Letõs continue 

to celebrate life together and be there for our fellow congregants! 

  

Stay well, 

Dale, Barry, and the Finance Committee  

The BTS Office  

will be closed on  

Monday, January 2nd,  

Tuesday, January 3rd,  

Thursday, January 5th  

and Monday, January 16th.  

MLK, Jr. Multi Synagogue Mitzvah Day*  
Sunday, January 15th at 8:30 am at Beth David Synagogue, 20 Dover Road, West Hartford  
Join BTS and other community members at Beth David Synagogue in a morning of service to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The morning will 

start with Shacharit services at 8:30 am (egalitarian minyan available), followed by a presentation from Hands on Hartford of the òFaces of 

Homelessness,ó during which a formerly unhoused person will speak about their experience.  After breakfast, participants will then participate in 

a mitzvah project.  These projects include: making meals for a soup kitchen; making blankets for a shelter; making cards and cookies for  

residents of Summerwood; and making toiletry bags for shelters.  Watch your email for an Event Brite link to sign up. For financial donations to 

support the event, go to https://www.bethdavidwh.org/donate, donate to the "chesed fund" and in the message box write "mitzvah day" to  

ensure the funds go to this event.  

*This event is cosponsored by BTS. 



Sisterhood Book Discussion: Escape from the Ghetto by John Carr  

Sunday, January 22nd at 3:00 pm on Zoom (Note new time.) 

For nearly twelve years of his life, John Carr believed his father was Catholic.  On learning otherwise, he became  

curious to know why his Dad had lied in the first place and then kept the secret for so long.ó In due course, it became 

clear that Henry Carr (Chaim Herszman) was born a Polish Jew.  He was embarrassed by the way he had deceived his 

wife and five Catholic sons.  Over time he opened up to John, who interviewed him over several years, tracing in detail 

his fatherõs extraordinary European experiences.  

 

In early 1940, when he was 13,  Chaim Herszman was locked in to the Lódz Ghetto. Hungry, fearless, and determined, 

Chaim went on scavenging missions outside the wire fenceñwhere one day he was forced to kill a Nazi guard to  

protect his secret. That moment changed the course of his life and sets him on an unbelievable adventure across enemy 

lines. 

 

Chaim avoided grenade and rifle fire on the Russian border, sheltered with a German family in the Rhineland, fell in love in occupied France, was 

captured on a mountain pass in Spain, got interrogated as a potential Nazi spy in Britain, and eventually fought or everything he believed in as 

part of the British Army. He protected his life by posing as an Aryan boy with a crucifix around his neck, and fought hts for his life through  

terrible and astonishing circumstances. 

 

Join Shari J. Cantor for a discussion of this òeloquent tribute to courage and resourcefulness.ó 
You only need to register once for Sisterhood book discussions online. https://bit.ly/BTS_Sisterhood_Book_Group  

A Year of Books: 2023 Sisterhood Book Discussions  

January 22nd at 3:00 pm on Zoom  

Escape from the Ghetto: A Story of Revival and Resilience in World War II by John Carr  

òAn eloquent tribute to courage and resourcefulness, Escape from the Ghetto, is a gripping page turner.óñ Esther Safran Foer, author of  

I Want You to Know Weõre Still Here  

March 19th at 3:00 pm on Zoom  

Henna House by Nomi Eve  

òA captivating and evocative novel, at once intensely intimate and sweeping in scope.óñMolly Antipol, author of The UnAmericans 

May 21st at 3:00 pm on Zoom  

The Thread Collectors by Shauna Edwards and Allyson Richman  

òAn unforgettable story of female strength, hope and friendship. This collaborative work is magnificentña true revelation!ó ñPam Jenoff,  

New York Times bestselling author of The Woman with the Blue Star 

July (Exact Date and Time TBA) 

To Us As Breathing by Elizabeth Poliner  

"Vivid, complex, and beautifully written, Elizabeth Poliner's novel, As Close to Us as Breathing, brims with characters who leave an indelible  

impression on the mind and heart. ñEdward P. Jones, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Known World  

October (Exact Date and Time TBA) 

The Book of Dirt by Bram Presser  

"The lyrical, impassioned and culturally rich prose of The Book of Dirt, and its moral force, bears echoes of such great Jewish writers as Franz 

Kafka, Elie Wiesel, Primo Levi, Isaac Bashevis Singer and Cynthia Ozick . . . òˈSaturday Paper 

December (Exact Date and Time TBA) 

The Gallery of Beauties by Nina Wachsman  

"Riveting, magical & beautifully written."ñ Mally Becker, Agatha-award 2022 nominee for The Turncoat's Widow  
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A Year of Films: 2023 BTS Film Schmooze  
February 26th at 4:00 pm on Zoom  

I Am Not Your Negro with Professor Bilal Sekou 

òI Am Not Your Negro is an unforgettable work. Baldwinõs wordsñeloquently spoken by Samuel L. Jacksonñwill haunt you.ó 

ñThe Philadelphia Inquirer 

April 16th at 4:00 pm on Zoom  

The Green Prince 

òTaut dramatic reconstructions and an extraordinary story of strained allegiances, subterfuge and an unexpected friendship makes the The Green 

Prince as tense as any Hollywood thriller. òñThe Times (UK) 

June (Exact date and time TBA) 

Menashe 

òIt's a touching and nuanced film, and so skillfully made that you quickly get over the novelty of the fact that its characters are speaking Yiddish 

and get right into the story.óñJerusalem Post 

November (Exact date and time TBA) 

The Flat 

"The Flat is a compelling tale of history made personal, and of what happens when light is shone on something previously murky.ó  

ñSeattle Times 

December (Exact date and time TBA) 

Norman Lear: Just Another Version of You 

òThis is a story of a life of enormous fulfillment-eloquently told and openhearted as related by the subject himself, now in his early 90s, who 

knows, as he reveals, what to value in life.óñWall Street Journal 

BTS Film Schmooze:  I Am Not Your Negro 
Sunday, February 26th at 4:00 pm on Zoom (Watch the film one day and schmooze about it another.) 

Available on Amazon Prime/ Google Play for $2.99 

òI Am Not Your Negro is a kaleidoscopic journey through the life and mind of James Baldwin, whose voice speaks even more 

powerfully today than it did 50 years ago. . . . He was the prose-poet of our injustice and inhumanity. . . . The times have 

caught up with his scalding eloquence.ó ñVariety  

 

I Am Not Your Negro envisions the book never finished, a radical narration about race in America, 

using the writerõs original words, as read by Samuel L. Jackson. Alongside a flood of archival material, the film draws on 

the lives and assassinations of Medger Evers, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King, Jr. to explore and bring a fresh and 

radical perspective to the current radical perspective. 

 

Raoul Peckõs Oscar-nominated documentary is a journey into black history that connects the past of the Civil Rights 

movement to the present of #BlackLivesMatter. It is the film that questions black representations in Hollywood and beyond. And, ultimately, by 

confronting the deeper connections between the lives and assassination of these three leaders, Baldwin and Peck have produced a work that 

challenges the very definition of what America stands for. 

 

Join Bilal Dabir Sekou for a discussion of issues of race in America.  An associate professor of political science at Hillyer College at the University 

of Hartford, Bilalõs research interests include race and politics, urban politics, campaigns, elections and voting behavior. He sits on the boards of 

Common Cause, The Connecticut Mirror, Connecticut Citizenõs Action Group, Connecticut Center for a New Economy and Common Cause 

Connecticut. You only need to register once for BTS Film Schmooze events.  https://bit.ly/BTS_FilmSchmooze  

https://bit.ly/BTS_FilmSchmooze


Friends of  Yiddish  
Sunday, January 8th at 10:30 am on Zoom  
Friends of Yiddish is an informal, mostly English bilingual drop-in social group which meets to hear a guest  

speaker or discussion & maybe absorb a Yiddish word or two. For more information, contact  

Barbara Katzman at 860-666-7651 or barbaralenore@yahoo.com.   

You only need to register once for Friends of Yiddish online. https://bit.ly/BTS-Friends-of-Yiddish  

 

Tangling with Talmud  
Wednesdays, 10:30 am on Zoom, January 4th, 18th and 25th   
The Talmud is a rich and lively conversation among many generations. Passionate arguments about law and justice are 

intertwined with wild stories and musings about the meaning of life. Come participate and add your own voice.  No 

experience needed.   

You only need to register once for Tangling With Talmud online. 

https://bit.ly/BTS_Tangling_With_Talmud  
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Shabbat services have returned to the chapel, with a hybrid option for those who prefer to remain at home.  Please join us in person or online.   

We look forward to worshipping with you. 

Weeknight Minyan  
Wednesday night at 7:00 pm on Zoom  
Join us for a brief service to daven and say Kaddish. Register for Weekly Minyan at  

https://bit.ly/BTS_WednesdayMinyan  

 

Welcome Shabbat  
Fridays at 7:00 pm at BTS  
Join us as we make the transition from the workweek into Shabbat. Weõll sing some Shabbat melodies, 

share words of Torah, recite a prayer for healing and Mournerõs Kaddish, and then make kiddush. You 

only need to register once for Welcome Shabbat Services online. 

 https://bit.ly/BTS_Welcome_Shabbat  

Advance registration is required for all online BTS events. With just one registration for any recurring event, youõll automatically be signed up for 

each weekõs meeting. Youõll also receive emails 30 minutes in advance to remind you to sign in and provide you with everything you need to  

participate.  If you do not have a computer, tablet or smartphone, contact Maria during office hours (Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 10:00 am  

to 3:00 pm) and she will provide you with the information to dial in. 

Shabbat Morning Services  

and Deep Dive  
Saturdays at 10:00 am at BTS  

Weõll celebrate Shabbat with services, Torah reading and a deep dive into 

the text. 

You only need to register once for Shabbat Morning Services online.   

https://bit.ly/BTS_ShabbatDeepDive 

Friday, January 13th at 7:00 pm  

at Welcome Shabbat services  

Join us at Welcome Shabbat services  

and a special Deep Dive  

on Saturday, January 14th  

in honor of  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

https://bit.ly/BTS-Friends-of-Yiddish
https://bit.ly/BTS_Tangling_With_Talmud
https://bit.ly/BTS_WednesdayMinyan
https://bit.ly/BTS_Welcome_Shabbat


January 2023  

Hanukkah Madness  

Rabbi Cantor and Dale Osborn presented  

Terry Wolfisch Cole, our communications  

professional, with flowers and a gift in honor 

of her service.  Terry is leaving  

Bõnai Tikvoh-Sholom for a new position.  



Mazal Tov to:  
Filis and John Stober on their 52nd wedding anniversary 

Refuah Sheleymah to:  
Phyllis Berman, Ruth Brainin, Judith Cramer, Alan Fein, Mary Calvert-Heavilin, Bob Gerrol, Lynn Kaplan-Goldberg, Leon Goldsmith,  

Esther Multer, Judy Pearlson, Rabbi Marshal Press, Elayne Ringler, Marty Shinder, Marion Warner, David Wolf 

Condolences to:  
Beth and Alan Friedman and family, on the death of Bethõs father, Charles Byer, on December 3rd 

 

Donations as of  December 15th  

Good News  

Got good news to share?  We want to hear it.  To share good news with your friends at BTS, contact Rabbi Debra Cantor at  

cantordebra@gmail.com or 860-463-0986 or Dale Osborn at daleoz@att.net or 860-508-7261. 

GENERAL FUND  

Marian Adler, in honor of the yahrzeit of her mother-in-law,  

Clara Adler 

Marian Adler, in honor of the yahrzeit of her father-in-law,  

Daniel Adler 

Marian Adler, in honor of the yahrzeit of her father, Abraham C. Sadick 

Louise Belkin, in honor of the yahrzeit of Howard H. Belkin 

Judith Hauth, in honor of the yahrzeit of Harry M. Krantzman 

Ursula Marx, in honor of the yahrzeit of her mother,  

Charlotte òLottieó Ackerman 

Al Oppenheimer, in honor of the yahrzeit of his aunt, Thekla Kahn 

Al Oppenheimer, in honor of the yahrzeit of his aunt, Lydia Krauss 

Seth & Marion Radeen, in honor of the yahrzeit of Ruth Erlichman 

Seth & Marion Radeen, in honor of the yahrzeit of Carol Radeen 

 

RABBIõS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Andrea Igdalsky, to thank Rabbi Cantor for her kindness 

Sylvia Johnson, to thank Rabbi for the books and always being there 

Barbara Kaplan & family, to thank Rabbi Cantor for Herbert Kaplanõs 

beautiful funeral service and High Holidays services 

John Quinn, to thank Rabbi Cantor for the Talmud class  

Elka & Steve Sandler, to thank Rabbi Cantor for the High Holidays 

services 

Lisa Wolfisch, to thank Rabbi Cantor for her help 

 

KIDDUSH FUND  

Lois Galinsky, in honor of the yahrzeit of her father, Isaac Kosto 

 

BUILDING FUND  

Barbara Katzman, in honor of the yahrzeit of her sister-in-law,  

Phyllis Bolotin 

Barbara Katzman, in honor of the wedding of Allan & Sherry Lehrerõs 

daughter, Gavi to Brian Forster 
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January 2023 
Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

1 8 Tevet  

New Yearõs Day 

2 9 Tevet  

BTS Office  

Closed 

3 10 Tevet  

BTS Office  

Closed 

4 11 Tevet  

10:30 Tangling 

With Talmud  

On Zoom 

7:00 Minyan  

On Zoom 

5 12 Tevet  

BTS Office  

Closed 

6 13 Tevet  

4:17 Candle 

Lighting 

7:00 Welcome 

Shabbat 

7 14 Tevet  

Vayechi 

10:00 Shabbat 

Services & Deep 

Dive 

8 15 Tevet  

10:30 Friends of 

Yiddish on 

Zoom 

9 16 Tevet  10 17 Tevet  

7:00 Board of 

Directors 

Meeting 

11 18 Tevet  

No Tangling  

With Talmud  

7:00 Minyan  

On Zoom 

12 19 Tevet  13 20 Tevet  

4:24 Candle 

Lighting 

7:00 Welcome 

Shabbat/ 

Birthday 

Shabbat 

 

14 21 Tevet  

Shemot 

10:00 Shabbat 

Services &  

Deep Dive  

in honor of  

Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. 

15 22 Tevet  

8:30 Shacharit at 

Beth David  

followed by  

MLK, Jr.  

Multi Synagogue 

Mitzvah Day 

(egalitarian  

minyan available) 

 

16 23 Tevet  

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day 

BTS Office  

Closed 

17 24 Tevet  18 25 Tevet  

10:30 Tangling 

With Talmud  

On Zoom 

7:00 Minyan  

On Zoom 

19 26 Tevet  

BTS Bulletin  

Deadline  

20 27 Tevet  

4:32 Candle 

Lighting 

7:00 Welcome 

Shabbat 

21 28 Tevet  

Vaera 

10:00 Shabbat 

Services & Deep 

Dive 

22 29 Tevet  

3:00 Sisterhood 

Book  

Discussion:  

Escape From  

the Ghetto on 

Zoom 

23 1 Shevat 

Rosh Hodesh 

Shevat 

24 2 Shevat 25 3 Shevat 

10:30 Tangling 

With Talmud  

On Zoom 

7:00 Minyan  

On Zoom 

26 4 Shevat 27 5 Shevat 

4:41 Candle 

Lighting 

7:00 Welcome 

Shabbat 

28 6 Shevat 

Bo 

10:00 Shabbat 

Services & Deep 

Dive 

29 7 Shevat 30 8 Shevat 31 9 Shevat     



1155 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield, CT 06109 

Tel  860.257.3170   Fax.  860.257.3166 

tom@hedgesandhedgesltd.com 
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